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TO THE: 


HENRY, Eord"CAPELL; 
Sr CYRILL. WICH, 
. WILL:-DUNCOMBE, Eq; 


''or v- 


IRELAND. 


My Lords; 


N. Obedience.to: Your: Commands, I pre-- 

\. ſent to Your. Lordſhips the. Diſcourſe I 
made before the Univer ity on our. Commens- 
ration-day, which I juſtly fear may. fall much 

ſhort of. that : Favourable Character Your 
Roalthing received of 'it from ſome very partiaj / 
Axa.  Auditors,., 


? 
SE dc $5 


-Atiditore; Lam fenfible, pu HERS that its ſhite 
may appear" toorexalted ms declamatory, and many 
Expreſſions more fanciful then may 'be thonghe by 
ſome agreeable to the. Gravity of my Place, 
-or my uſual way of Preaching ; but that liber- 
-ry I. hope will be xcutad, in (conſideration 
of the wes ach Occaſion and Solemnity, and 
-the-numerous mixt 4ndliexce” to whom it Was ad- 
dreſſed. | 


'If it may any way contribute to "RoSfog the 
"Study and Improvement of Eearning, orRaiſe up any 
"New Friends apd Benefafors ta our College, | 
ſhall ehink its Publication /eeſorable: at leaſt, my 
Lords. Jer nog any Miſtakes or Hey cen, it pre- 
Judiee.Your Lo Lordthipe againſt 6urSeciecy; which 
'Y ou have hitherto ſo ons and kindly Protefed. 
lhe Arts and Mvyſes are proud to call You their | 
-own , they glazy in þbaving jormed, Your Minds to 
that rage "ite of Mifdom and Knowledge which is 
admire by alf; and therefore” "tis from Your 
Lordſbips they chicfly expect Patronage and Advance- 
,ment, from Your Lord/hips, I ſay, whoſe more 
liberal Education , innate greatneſs of Mind,-and:ex- 
alted Station in the World, give you a privilege co. 
Reafon above "the common rate of Mankind, and to 
Proteft” all fach as endeavonr to do ſo, by Your 
Anthority and Example, 


That 


| mmm. The Dedicilis. ____ 
"That Your Lordbps Jealous Endeavour = the 


Good and Proſperity of Ship, AT Kingdom may ever pro- 
ſer, and Your Government [ogg continue a bleſfing 


to wo. that live yndeT ity hep influence, all be ther 
e-P "7 of n 1 | at 


+ .YourLord(hips moſt. Humble,. _ 


GE - , and moſt Obedient Servants 


Se. George 445he.. 
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ErT” thy merciful-Ears, O Lord, be open - 
te the. Prayers of thy Flumble. Servants, 
and grant thet thy Holy Spirit map di- 
: reftand gnide us #1 all” our Ways, and. be - 
” more eſpecially aſſiſtant. to us .in-the Holy . 
Aftions of. this day, in enablingis with grateful Hearts. 
aud zealous Endeavors to celebrate this Pious Comme- 
moration, and itanſwer by our Studies and Improvements . 
all :the .great and -uſeful ends of ouwr Munificent Foun- 
ders and Benefactors. We render thee humble Praiſe - 


aud; Thanks,, O Lord, for- the Moſt- Serene - Princeſs 


Queen Elizabeth, our Illuftrious Foundreſs ; for 
King :James zhe Firſt, our moſt {Liberal Benefadtor; . 
King Charles the Firſt and Second, . ovr - Gratious 
aud Munificent Conſervators ; for the proteion and 7 
bounty we have.received from their preſent Majeſties, our 
moſt Indulgent. Patrons and Reſtorers ; . for. the Fa- 


Yeur.of. our... preſent. Governours,, the Right Honorable 
at 


| The Prayer before'Sermon. = 
'the Lords Jultices; for the Lord Mayor «xd Gaver- 
+ment of this City, our Generous Benefaflors; for the 
Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry of this Kingdom; thre 
-whoſe Bounty and Charitable Generofity we are bere Educa- 
42d and Eſtablifted ; For the Improvement off Piety and 
Religion, the advancement of Learning, and "to ſupply 
the growing neceſſities of Church and State ; beſeeching thee 
:to bleſs them all, their Pofterity, Sacceſſors, Relations, 
: and Dependants, avith both Temporal-and Eternal blef- 
; [i ngs, and to.give'us Grace to tive worthy off theſe thy 
Mercies, -and that as we grow in Years'ſo we may grow 
 *n Wiſdom, and Knowledg, and Vertue, and all that is 
:praiſeworthy thr6 | Jeſus Chriſt er Lord 


pope 
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SERMON 
Preach'd before the 
UNIVERSITY of DUBLIIY.. 


St, Matthew XXVI. « -1 


Perily 1 ſay unto you, whereſoever this Goſpel shall be 
preached in the whole world, there Shall alſo this, that 
this Woman has done, be told for a memorial of her. 


=Sy7. F ſuch univerſal Obligation is the great duty of 
SEN. | Gratirude, ſo neceſlary an ingredient is it both 
U; to a Holy and a Happy Life; that our Bleſ: 
P) ſed Saviour who came into the World to teach 
<4} us Virtue in every inſtance, could not be'wantr- 
——— ing to inculcate as well by Example as Precept 
this general parent one; this Original Spring which gives force 
and aQivity to ſo many leſſer Graces, which makes Love to . 
admire, Joy to applaud, Humility to refle&t upon the indigence 
of humane Nature that needed ſuch benefits, Thankfulneſs ever 
to celebrate *em, and ſers 'em all inceſſantly at work to pertorm 
its various Offices. A certain Pious Woman (as we read in 
the Verſes preceding, the ſame who. in another Goſpel choſe rhe 
better part, the one thing needful) having profited much by the 
Do&trine of Jeſus, and been witneſs ro many of his Mitacles, 
to expreſs her ſence thereof, brought the moſt pretious thing 
the had, a Box of coftly Ointment, and pour d it on his Head as 
he ſat at Meat, fo that it ran down to all the parts ot his body, 
and with its grateful odour filfd the whole houſe; this kind 


A Sermm Preach'd before- 
—a& of hers our Saviour in'my. Text thus folemnly and grateful: 


ly acknowledges, and declares-that it ſhall be for ever.celebrat- 
' ed and remembred. 


s. 


Now how parallel this caſe is to the occaſion of our preſent- 


Meeting, a little reflexion;mayrevincet: A Princeſs the moſt c+ 
minent for Piety, Learning, Chal 
that ever _ bleſſed theſe Kingdoms, having enlightened our 


neighbouring Nation.with the brightneſs of the Reformation, 


onYapnd ſencd it in by Laws and juſt Aurhoriry againſt all che open 


force.and ſecret contrivances of . Popery.or Schilm; took ints 
Her Royal Thoughts alſo the care-and* concerns of - our poor 


Ifland, almoſt quite over-run with Barbarity and Superſtition, . 


and as the moſt -effeQual means-to peliſh'the -one and reform 
the other, Founded this Seminary (whoſe Secular Solemniry 
we now Celebrate) whence true Religion, and Virtue, ſound 
Learning and ingenious Education, might always ſpring-up and 
iſſue. forth yh Plant and Cultivate the: reſt of the Land ; _Ske 


pour d this Box of Pretious Ointment upon the Head or Capital 


of our Kingdom, whence it might ſtream or deſcend to the 
moſt diſtant parts, and refreſti the whole with. irs excellent 
fſawour ; She laid in.here ſach laſting Supplies of Piety and Litera- 
ture, which; like O:»tzment, might ſmooth'the.natucal-roughneſs 
of ourTemper, ſupple our moroſeſt Paſſions, make us. of a cheer. 
ſul Countenance, render us ative & fit for any Employment to- 
which Church or State ſhould call us; and, like a Sweer and 
Pretions, Ointment, t00, might not only gratifie our own Facul- 


ties, improve and better our own- Souls, but by a happy cma: 


nation ſhed, its, agreeable influence 'on all that approach us ; 


and tho ſome ignorant or. envious by-ſtanders may (as. Fadas) . 


with indignation ſay, to, what purpoſe: was this waſt.? what need- 
ed this Royal Munificence ? yet we and all who are benefitred 
by this .Auſpicious Foundation, mult ever prateſully join with 
our Blefſed Saviour inmy Text, Yerily we ſay. unto you, where: 
foever the Goſpel. (whoſe Holy Doctrine we have here ſuck's in, 
and to the underſtanding, and declaring of which we have been 
here train'd up and educated) ſhall be preach'd 'by any of us iu 
the whole world, there alſo this, that this Woman has doxefor us, 


. 
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aſtity, and. Happy Government. 
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© the Univerſity of Dablin: 
atitude and ſenſe of £ Oipariper area kind of Civil Con 
ſence, which 'oblipe us as Men to foray; me excellent 
things; th6 there were *ho Religion in the World ro enforce 
'tm ; He who preaches this Virtue, pleads the cauſe both of 
God and Man, fince withour it we can neither be Sociable nor 
Religious; fot Thanksand ' Acknowledgments are a Tribute 
payable by the pooreſt, rhe moſt indigent wretch, the moſt 
forforn. Widow has till her two Mires to'throw in; has a Heart 
to be ſenſible of, and a Tongue to:expreſs its fence-of a Bene- 
fir receiv'd ;, for ſurely Nature gives no Man a Mouth to be 
always Eating, and never ſaying Grace; 'nor-a Hand only to 
ſp and to receive: but as 'tis furniſh'd. wich Teeth for the 


3 


Of Gratituds | 


in general. 


one, ſo it ſhould likewiſe have a Tongne for the other ; and - 
the Hands which are fo often reach'd out ro take and to accepr, - 


ſhould ſometimes roo ' be lifred' up to bleſs. The beautifal 
ſyſteme of Providence, the whole courſe of Nature is one great 
argument” for Gratitude; 'and the World only a lirger ex 


change; in which one benefit is, or ought to be, the ſtared * 


price of another. Tf we conſider the Univerſe as one Great 
Body Politick, we may ſuppoſe Commerce, Society, and Con- 


verſation to ſupply rhe office of the Blood and Spirits, and *cis | 


Gratitude that makes *em circu/ate ;: this is the- prear Spring 
thar ſers all the Wheels of Nature a going, the Band or Cement 
thar holds rogether' the differing, and otherwiſe inconfiſtent 
parts of the Creation : one may evidently - diſcover -it *in 
| all the Elements, in the Air and Flame, in the Seas and Rj- 
vers, in the' Earth' and Sun, in: the friendly correſpondence 
berween the higher and the lower World ; fo thar the 
Monſtrous 'Man who has- a Soul-wholly void of Gratitude, 


would do well to ſet his Soul-to-learn-of- any of theſe; nay*+ 


even of his own Body, for all the parts of. that do kindly and 
mutually ferve each other ; the Hands and Limbs labourdayly 


to bring in Food and Proviſion to the Sromach, [as it is hand- 


ſomly applied in Menenins Agrippa's Apologue) which is grate- 
fully return'd' in ſtrength} and nutriment , diffuſed to al} the 
members of the Body.” And is not then the Ungrateful Man 
a reproach to the Creation, a. manifeſt exception from all the 
vidhle World 2 neither the Heavens above, nor-the-Earth- be- 
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ural Religion prompts ſo Nron ly to thi 


Now if even N: 
Duty, whar.i ns. mult rhe Goſpel make, which fo far 


outiſhines both the dim. Light; of - char; -and the brighter Inſpirz 
tions of the Law .. which has fo far refined upon. all the Duties 
of Morality, that it declares even Anger;and Harſh Words to be 
Murder, and looks and deſires Adultery, that one may tab 
with his Tongue, .aflaſſinate with his Mind, and pollute him 
ſelf with a glance 3 which obliges us to; loye, bleſs, and do good 
to our molt implacable'Enemies; then what tender ſentiments, 
whar a-rapturous ſenſe of real Love muſt, it inſpire for Friends 
and BeneſaQors? who have here expreſs d the nobleſt Charity 
to us, and confer'd the moſt important and laſting Obligations 
upon us, . by cloathing our moſt ſhameful Nakedneſs, our Igno 


Tance, our Errors, .our Prejudices ; by feeding our hungry Un- 


derſtandings, by furniſhing our Minds.; by healing our perverle 


- Inclinations; and placing us in the path way to Heaven ; theſ: 


are truly Obligations, as. eternal as our Souls, and therefore 'ti 
but reaſonable that, our Gratitude, the memory of them ſhou' 
be as immorrtal alſo. _ 

_ But Words and Complements are no ſutable return to our 
Pious BenefaQors, our zuſteſt Acknowledgments muſt be cx 


 preſsd by a diligent endeavouring to anſwer all the great and 


uſcjul ends of their Donations, by promoting the knowledge 
and pradQiiſe of Religion and Piery, the advancement of Learn 
ing, by a 'ſedulous application ro all. the improvements 0 


 Equcation, : and a careful managing the render ſprings 0 


The muani- 


fold uſefulneſs 


{ :of Univerſities 


and Colleges. 


alſo 
thereia cultivared derive.to all the degrees and (tations of lifc 


Youth: {ifs (ourotourk if _—_ | 

Now to ſhew:how- neceſſary the Inſtitution of Univerſiti] 
and Colleges. is to the attainment of all theſe great deſigns, 5 
the numerous advantages which, the Learning and Arts 


to. 


- duced the(falſe. obſervation: as if Simplicity arid:Dultieſs wete 


. namely, a'De{et of Knowledpe and Underſtanding: nay, as if 


| Ons. and: Periods, it a}l irs ſeverat' Seafoas 'afnd' Revolutions: RY 


| the,parts of \the.Univerſc,: and renders\them- mutually fubſer- 


beſt-inſtruct us in our Duty; ſoit. may'in ſome mealure- 
4008 -$0-, perperuate. the. Memory of - our Maunificerit 
5.and, Beneſfacors, encourage others to injittite" their 
raus Examples, and be a Subject:moft propet 4rid ſutable- 
| preſent occaſion. + FT - Sf3 QI. ; t 

. But. here it may bs expedient to remove a miſchievous preju-" -,, 0bjefl 
dice-againſt Academick Studies, which comes recommended int a againf Acai| 
venerable impoſing Proverbial Dreſs, as if /y#orante were the 6r- — | 
ly. True Motherof Devotion; and Learning'et Atheiſm ; however ah 
anticnt this ſaying,may be, cis certain that Humane Natare aftd 
the Service of God-are-little beholden to rhem who firſt intrs- 


#| 


becoming Qualifications: for the-Divine'Worthip;' or ' rhat the 
Light;. ot. Reaſon-ſhould: ever be likely: fo iproduce a Spiritual 
Darkneſs; 'The Jewiſh Law- forbad'to Offer a' Sictifiee to'God 
that had a Blemiſh, yee this Qpinion, while tn'beflows the moſt 
Excellent and-Uſetul; ot; ail the Race'of :Mankind"ofiithe Devil, 
aſſigns to-Religion,only thoſe Men, and thofe Times; which'are 
ſligmatiz'd. with the preateſt - blemiſh-'of Humane Nature, 


God had. deſpiſed ous Rational Services, it. complements/him 
Bill, with. Bruciſh Sacrifices;: Man without Underſtanding being 
juſtly compared { by. the. P/almiff) to the Beaſts thar: periſh ; 
both. Reaſon and Revelation aſlure-us, that all Sin arid Error 
proceed-irom Ignorance , that 'ris-the blindneſs of the Under- 
ſtanding which miſgeides the Will, and.our Bleſſe# Saviour fays 
the ſame thing/to- the;Jews, 7e doerr (lays he) not hnowing' the” 
Scriptures and the Power of God, | the Scriptures Which Reveal 
his Wll, and.the. World his Power; as if the ſtudy of theſe two 
Books, were: the ibe(t preſervative-from- Error -and' Irrehpion, 
and) ip.is has always: proved;.'ro; omit the former (which yet k 
makes ne. of the; noblcfiiparts of that Knowkdp' and! Learn —— | 
ing. I amidifeourſiog of-)- how muſt theicontemplation/ of the Learning 


Agmirable Order-and  cconomy: of Nature'in'all irs /Produfti- ſacred Kr 


_— 


how.muſd the ſudy. of theyurprizing'reſbits of a-Repgular Pro- 
Vidence, that Harmonious Concordance” whichruns through all 


ans. a" "EIN oa Yo hk" = Fe EI Ss * _—_ 
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| | Ui Seri Proach' bhfore 
vient_-to each ;orher;, | not:only charm our "Thoughrwih det 
 lightſul Ideas, | bur likewiſe inſenhibly: raiſe *em'up'to t —_ 
Author- and Coatriver- of: this-wonderſul-Maſterpie6e# 
God-himſelf. would: repreſenr-his own Mapnificence dnt/ Glory; 
he directs to his Works; he bids Fob confider his Earth, his- 
- Ocean, ; his Clouds and: Rain; rhar is, 'he bids' him be*a Philo- 
\..... fopher:; and Holy Men in-Scrip: ure, - when-rhey wou'd'quicken: 
- their -own. Souls and thoſe-of. others ro Praiſe him;" 'ſend-cheir 
© Thoughts abroad.-among the Creatures,” to-rlieſtupendious: 
Furnicure. of Land, Air, and Seas, to pather- inſtances of Ac- 
knowledgment: By the help of this Profſpe& we may diſcover 
conſpicuous -Gharacters of Gods Omniporenee,” and ſound his: 
\ Wiſdom-as-far as the/ſhort-line-of Humane:Reaſon' is capible;- 
thus by. the Scale -of - Viſibles, Contemplation'and Knowledge 
lead us- up to-that Supreme Inviſible -Power-which gives the: 
ring. and Motion to. all. this. mighry: Machine;- and by the 
.' ſteps and: links:of: the /Creation;; our Inquiſitions may puide us* by 
till we aſcend-to the top of that:C hain, which'the Poersteign'd” 
was faſtned to Jupiter's Throne: | 
- Such; ge ne of Divinity: does each part" of Knowledpe: 
contain, that the Aſtronomer finds a-Deity-in the Uniform Mo-/ 
tion.of . Celeſtial Bodies, and Regular Viciſirud&of Seaſons ; - 
The Phyloſepher.in the delightiul variety of Nattiral ProduCti- 
ons,. their, Beauty, Order, and conſpiring tendeney to the grear- 
ends.ob the: Creation;. The Hiſtorian in the wonderful-rurns of 
Providence, and maniteſt -Difcoveries of--the Divine /Manage-- 
ments.in the Revoiutions ofthe World: 'and' th6 the Obvious 
Firmament,; the Vaſible-Beautics.of the great World; and the: 
appearing variety: and fitneſs of. thoſe- parts which'make up the 
little. one ! in Man , . could-ſcarce-ſecure | Galen from Atheiſm :: 
| Ver whey, he, pried farther:by. Anatomicat Inquiries; and ſaw: 
the ſurprizing, diverſity, aptneſs, .and 'order- of the minuteſt' 
Fibres .and Paſſages that! are in the inward Fabrick; he could 
not theg abſlain-from the deyoutneſs of an Anthem of- Acknow- 
EP ledgment;. .nor.can it. otherwiſe happen, but that-the Diſcove. 
FS rjes Which aze,dayly-made by.Study in God's Immenſe Treaſu- 
iy, 9g yd every.moment fill the Soul with pleaſant afton- 
| and.enflame she Heart with the ardors of the higheſt 


6 


tho Univerſity of 'Drublin: 
Eove and Devotion,' andthe Contemplation of God'8Works; 
joir'd withithele narurar” pious Sentiments, ſeem almoſt an/aiv' 
ricipation'of-thiac Bripht/and-Cleir 'Knowledgy 'which wed ſhalt 
hereafter enjoy it Heaven. * Nay;20t: ſuch a pious tendency is 
Learning; that in proportion ito/ the'Phylofophy; and Know- 
ledge, ' in which various Narions'excelf'd , ' God-has'peheratly' 
been worſhipped/in- former Ages; Thus:'in Perfrarand'Chaldea; 
where” the®Skill- of Heavenly” Motions firtt'began;>they had: 
their” Temples on''the' Tops of Hills, and Open to the Air :* 
In Egypt; where they had rhe beſt opportunities of ſtudying the: 
Natures of Living Creatures, by reaſon of that Variety, whict- 
theit | River'and 'Larid produced'; all: their” Relipious:Myfteries 
were” eomain' ini Hieroglyphicks, (/borrow'd from" Beafts and: 
Animals : "And fhill*Learning now be ſtigmatiz'd forcontempr: 
of Divinity, when'of old-ir did rather incline Men to Superſti-- 
tion, whielvis the ſuperfemucion and rankneſs of Religion, and. 
quite the orher extreme? [Formerly Prieſts-/and: Scholars were- 
Synonimous Words; 'and' the great Apoſtles of Natural Theo- 


logy,” the Preachers of Un-enlightened Divinity-thrd:the World, 


were no others than the Phyloſophers-and'/Wiſemen; :and- cer-: 


tainly Natures, being nothing elſe but'the Inſtrument of God; 


whereby he pives Being and AQion'toithings, the knowledpe 
of that, and: other Uſeful Science, ſhouid be. ſo far- from being 
accounted Dangerous or Impious, -that-ir ought rather” to be e- 


Neem'd a ſubordinace Theolopy, a neceſfary ſtep/and'gradation 


to''thoſe- exalted Myſterious Truths, which revealed Religioty 
| difcovers'to'us. And agreeably.hereunto we'find the Patriarchs 
and Holy: Men of antient times, that were: moſt in God's Fa- 


your, ' were alſo beſt Inſtructed.iv the: Knowledge: oft his Works, 


and Contributed:moſt to 'the:good of'Mankind by their Uſcfut 
Diſcoveries and Inventions: . Adam (weread) was acquainted 
with the'Natures of all Living Creatures ; : Noah, a Planter of 
Vineyards;' Abraham (as Grotius colledts) an Excellent Aſtro- 
nomer ; /\aac, proſperous in Agriculture ;' Faceb, bleſſed in his: 
Phyloſophical - Experiment»-and :Stratagem | of the Speckled 


Rods; Moſes, eminent in all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians z- 
Bazaleel and Aholiab, inſpired in Archicefure ; Solomon, a deep - 
Naturaliſt ; . Danicl;and his Brerhren, $kill'd-in all-Learning and: 


Fa 
n 
* 
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"The Uſeful- 
F neſs of Human 
arning 0 * 

{Governments - 
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 " ſarabd-Enataingyuer Was: 46/true, Religien, 2nd, therefore the 
© Kdiſ®which: bo publiſhed to Gappreſ all Chriſtian jSchools..and 


Oolkeges, wasguſtlyeltcem'd a morepernitious Engine tg over: 
throw: our. Rebgion, _— the- maſt: ipody Pegſecutions of 
tormer Emperors. -/: 11'S; 7 4 

ket therſtirac whale Intereſt i9.10. preach up ſaving 


Ignorance; tmplict Faith; and: Hind: Credalitys Who. cou'd. de- 
- dare the-Aſiertion of; Avtipodes. robe a,poinr of. ZZereſy, and 


impriforr poor Galilee inithe | [nquifition tor proving the Earth's 


- Mation;\'whoicoud-pronaunce Mathemetichs heretofore tobe 


Magick; cand5firid:Danwable Herofhe tn Greek and Htbrew i: 1.6 


-ſuahi(l ſay)applaud:Ighorauce:as:rhe Motherial: Devotion, con- 


demo \alb cutionsReſeacrthesand-ſtee Diſquifitions in Learniog,. 
ancbweirc Encomidth&mpen paſſive: | creduloys Simplicity ; 'cis 


 -cemwrniounGhurch andiBeligipe can never beiſater thanamidit 


the Conſequarresofiid :Rational Learned Ape, and all the. vas 


-rious Improvements of. | Knawledge, ſince they aimi not at the 
Ni ed famed _— repre Minds; and- we: can never 
fron moon: Gn ; rs 


nhorepdamipingnno 04, our 
ful:Weapon;! with-whichi we 
combar Eneliafiaſm: 'OD:one: hand 5 and 'Superllizion. on-he 


other; * 


Aud thas having aver MetenLoxning, and 
re: here!/culr £2: from aonrpat; Prezudice; 


wiedge &Religion : The Procos will lig,more caſic 


tedtion of todr Mings; and/are:the druitful.Parents.of all. thoſe 
| a mma 1 oh oa TE the:: Life of Mano Ham 
& The Preadyicha: at Significanay: deign'd, Mingrwas well 
t be.che:Gddideſa.of  Atos,-25- Patronale: gf: Acts, intimating. 


- Gon; When: were theſe Nations more Happy, then under the 


The Univerſity of Dublin. 


| doubtleſs, That Empire did ever beſt flouriſh and grow up in 
Conundtion with Learning ; witneſs the Antient Principalities 


of Greece, thoſe Cllebrated Schools ar once of War and Philo- 
y,. where their preate® Generals were taken out of Col- 

, from under the Inſtitution of. Wiſe, Men and Philoſo- 
ſophers, from rhe Calm and Retirement of a Study ; where Se- 
crates cou'd ſurniſhourt a Pupil Xexophon, raw and uhdiſciplin'd, 
ro perform one of 'the greateſt Actions of Antiquity ; and a 
ſingle Archimedes with his Rule and Compaſs could defend Syre- 


_cufe, and defie for a long time the whole Force of Marce/us's 


Army: Witneſs Rome it ſelf, whoſe Empire was never in preat- 
erGlory thanw hen Arts too and Ingenuity were moſt cultivated 
and encouraged, Falins Ce/ar from an Orator became a Hero, 
and is ſtill perhaps as juſtly Celebrated - for his Commentaries 
as his Conqueſts. Scipio the Great is reported to. have ſpent 
more time in his Study then in his Camp, and was oftner ob- 
ſerved with a Book than a Sword in his Hand ; nay Learning a- 
mong them was the undoubred and infallible ſtep to all ſorts 
of Preferment; it Recommended their Confuls and their Di- 
Qators, nor could the Government of Nations, the Diſpatch of 
Armies, the Noiſe of Victories interrupt their Studies : They 
writ Books even with Triumpbal Hands, and Argued and Dif- 
puted with Phyloſophers, tho they had Legions at command, 
From the days of Nerva down to Commodas was the Happieſt 
Ape the Roman Empire ever knew, whethcr we conſider its 
vaſt Extent,: or. the preat Felicity and Peace in” which it was 
Goyern'd ; and then we find none bur Plato's wiſh'd for Empc- 
rors, ſuch as were Phylofophers too, a ſucceſſion of Antonines, 
Trajans, Adrians, ſuch Wiſe and Learned Princes, as brought 
Knowledge into Fafhion and Repute ; gain'd it admiſſion into 
Courts. and Palaces; taught ir to keep the Beſt Company; 
render'd it the ſtudy of Stares-men and Politicians; the Em: 
loyment of: the Rich and of the Great. But not to wander 
o far; who among the Saxons was a greater encourapger, of 
Learning then King Alfred? and who too, more Victorious in 
his Arms, and: more: Wiſe and Regular in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Afﬀairs? - And to come yet nearer to our preſent Occa- 
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| _ 4 Sermon” Preach'd bafors© 
long. and gloriews Reign:of qur. Illuſtrious Fovndrefsi2 Whom as 
| Y ily. hog po Beſp 110i Ares) 


as - ney as in. "Wiſdom. and other Privcely Wertues j all the 
Contemporary Monarchs and, Princes in Chriſtendom. - : + | 
To deſcend yet-lower;, 'T'would be almoſt infinite to reckon 
up the various Helps and Compendiums- which. Learning: has 
furniſhed co. all the Inferior. Arts, to-the Entertainments. of 
Peace, as well as the Succefizs of War. + What Improvements 
do Trade, Commerce, Navigation, the Culture of Lands. and: 
the Advancement of Mechanicks in general-owe thereto >| nay 
if we will not give theſe uſeful Inventions an Epicurean original, 
and impute *em wholly to-Blind Chance. or afortuitouy-concourſe 


of- Lucky Thoughts, We. mult believe they proceeded +froman' 


unwearied vigorous . inveſtigation of -Natare and .it's/Powers, 
trom : a ſedulous tracing fuch- Links and-Connexions, Gorolla- 
ries. and Conſequences, as none but a- Thinking Learned Head 
is acquainted with... 

- In ſumm, Avtiquity owes alli $ Feathen Gods: and Divinities 
ro the ſryitful Induſlry of Scholars, the Admiring World of old 
deified their Diſcoveties,J Built: Temples and: Raiſed: Alrars to 
the happy produtts of Sciexce; - and thd:7he/eus,. Mines, and Ro- 
" mulus, who.. were Founders..of Empires and | Fathers! of their 
Country, cou'd only arrive tothe Inferior; Honour. of 'F/eroes 
and Demigods: yet. Ceres: and Bacchus, Mercury. and. Apollo, 
We 292 Zſeful. Arts. and Sciences, and obliged the 'World 


with. more. Ws and advaritageous Benefits, were: Worſhip'd: 


with the- higheſt degree-of. Adoration. and ranked : among-'the' 

tj majorum Gentium. Arddoubtlefs the Diſcoveries of the latter 
- bringing perpetual Profic and Advantage with them, being ges- 
' teand eaſy; Jike the-ſtill ſmall ivoice,; had. more: evident Cha-: 


rafters of a Divine Preſence and Efficacy. then-all the vor 


_ noifje tranſient Benefits of the former... +. 


Bur-if any are more affected with. the plarfoies of Thinking 


and Meditation. (which. indeed is. properly.to. att as Men) ino 
other. Employment can: aflord the like Advantages.” All other: 
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Delights are mixt and” adu/terate 'anddo\ chiefly pratify our 


Bodies'or Senſitive parts ;/ are acquired with Expence and Z74- 
zard, and do'cither weaken Nature, of »auſearein"the-very enjoy- 
ment”: whereas theſe render the conſtitution 'of the Mind more 
vigerons'and healthy, 'it's' Faculties are made more” bright and 
aftive"by conſtant uſe, their\{ruition does not'exclude Appetite, 
while wedrink we thirſt, and by a'grateſul viciffirude of Deſiring 
and Poſſeſſing, are always in Action and always Happy, And in- 
deed what more manly and becoming, as well as Noble Em- 


ployment can there be, than'to improve our beſt Talents, and. 


enlarge and'\exrend our- Spirits > while we induſtriouſly cal7s- 
vate bur Lands, and ado» our Bodies, is it fir our 7nderſtan: 
dings ſhould Iy fallow & barren, and the Divine Image which we 


carry within us remain' neg/eFed, djſhonored, and unimproved 2 


Kit fit our Mindes,which arc large enough'ito embrace the whole 


Iorld, -and comprehend the vaſteſt 7rurhs, ſhou'd be buſied- 


only Servilely to cater for the Body, and not rather employ 
themſelves according to the dignity of their exalted Natures, 
and be cultivated and adorned as becomes their Heavenly Ex- 
tration 2 *Tis the perfeftion of our Rational 'Part ro know; 
that'is, to be able ro' frame c/ear and- di/tinf Conceptions, to 
tor right Judgments, and to draw 'trye Conſequences from 


one thing to another; and Reaſon is the undoubted Birthright- 
and *Patrimony of every man, and whoever will ſuffer this valu- 
able'Enrai?d Eſtate to Iy waſ# and uſeleſs, or be Mortgag'd and. 
Sqainder d away for Trifles,does ſcarce merit Pitty, if he beeome. 


Poor, Deſpiſed, 'and Miſerable. 
But to he more ſucceſsſu] yet in the behalf of Learning, we 


wilt bribe the 'Senſaal Appetites and 4fed7ons of Men, 'and' 


ſhew'thar-even:their Z/s and ' Paſjons may find repoſe there. 


Is any one ambitious of Fame-and Glory? *Tis this ſhews the 


reagieſt path thereto; and will furniſh our a-Name, pretious as 
the Benefits it derives'6n Mankind, and 7aftirg as the Books and 


Monuments in which they are Regiftred.  4riftorle's Works will 


be known; tead, and admired, when' his preat' Parron's - Con- 
> Ser s. is much more obliged for: it's duration to Fomer's Pen, 
an His owt | Swpr of > Ng TUCOWS HEESOS. « 


ay may'perhaps'*be forpotten; - and the Reputation of. 


Tf Sermon Preach'd before 
1s any fond of © Empire and Command? Learning eltabliſhey 
_ the moſt diffuſive V#zverſal Monarchy, extending its Power to 
the moſt diſtant Nations, and-making a Conqueſt over. all thac 
is rational; Tyrants may-enſlave the Boy, and by Rigor and 
Injuſtice-preſerve an uneaſie tottering Command; but the Em 
pire of Knowledge is over the Will and the Mind, it fixes its 
Throne in the: Sow/s of Men,and rules their Reaſons and Cnder- 
Randings.” . + | | | 
. . Are we .defirous to Keep the Beſt Company, and Converſc 
familiarly with the Moſt Ingenious, the Greateſt and Wileſt 
Men-that ever were 2 In Books we may Jreely talk with the 
moſt Celebrated Phyleſophers , and ; compendiouſly reap the 
- advantage of all their Studies and Improvements ; there we 
ſhall find Reaſon without Paſſion, Learning without Afﬀetation, 
41d £/oquence without Noiſe or Clamer; by their means we 
may Converſe with Mighty Zeroes, whom in their Lifetime 
we durſt ſcarce perhaps Salure wich 'our Eyes; We may be 
admitted Conffdents to Statesmen, hear Demoſthenes and Cicers 
haranguing in open Senate, be preſent while Auguſtus and 7ra 
Jan ſpeak to their Armies, ſce them Riding in their 7riumpha! 
Chariots,: 'and Receiving the Acclamations. and Applauſes of 
the | People. And all theſe Privileges we may arrive too, 
without Attendance and Crewding, without Bribing or Flatte- 
ry, Without Sawcineſs or Intrufron. Thus by the afliftance 
of ;Books and Learning we may acquire a kind of /»te/efual 
Omnipreſence in al? Ages, and to -all Places; tis thus we break 
into all the hidden receſſes of Trath; Tndefatigable Reading 
brings-in a vaſt ſtock of matter, which is often without form and 
void, like the firſt Chaos, till Thinking and Contemplation, like 
the ſeminal Spirit, | agitate the dull ſhapeleſs lump, and work it 
up-into Figere and Symetry. on 
Laſily,, What Raptures can the Yoluptuous Man fancy, to 
which thaſe of Learning and Knowledge arc not equal? Tf he can 
reliſh nothing bur the pleaſure of his Sexes; Natural Phyloſophy 
cxpoles the beantiful boſome of the Z/nrverſe to his view, admits 
him into Netare's Garden, where he may taſte of irs Fruits, 
and ſatisfie himſelf with its Plenty ; learn, not only to admire, 
but, comprehend all its ſarprifing Phanomena. Mathematict: 
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difcaver ol the "delights! Contrivances of Are; unſolt all its 
{agent Cafes, and inflirut the-Boſit Mind 
the PomenCe. by a revvl proſe and ce, he On 
DY a; nataral cent, the T/nder- 
ſtanding riles to = boleeſt Truths, tracing the Chain of Pre- 
poſſrivns. om Link co Link, and' ſill diffuſing it ſelf over inf 
wie Regions of new Diſcoveries, wherein no fallacions Sha- 
dows of, vergfiavulirude intervenc; there  is' no ſuſproion of any 
lagntoy/ake, turn the Theorem Which way you pleaſe, in eve- 
ry light the Mind is iill in fadl aquiefcence, in moſt ſecure poſſe- 


Sow of. t's Valuable Purchaſe 5 moſt other - Knowledge (how 


diverting ſoever) is yer ſtill conjefural and litigions, whereas 
Peripatetiak and Cartefian, Catholick and Freretich, do all agree 
in a. Mathematical demonſtration, which" is-yet 2 farther convi- 
Ction of the: great Excellency and Beanty ol igs Trath: 

_ 'Tweuldbe endleſs ro run thid all, to.deſcribe-the great and 
uſeſn] Images which Z7fory furniſhes, the Subtilty of Logict 
and Metaphibckahe Advantages of Moral Phileſophy, the refiiile(s 
Power, of Rhetorich, and the Charms of Poetry ; it is ſufficient - 
to haye pointed out ſuch general Inflances, whence it may ap- 
pear, that-all. the, Blefings.of Nature, as well as. the Orzaments 
and Comforts of. Lite, are derived from the retired T, hinking 


.-;:Tis-rrue, noone Humor has {urniſhed the Srage with more 
pleaſgur. Scenes, or . afforded a larger Harveſt to Comedy and 
then the AQtions, Geftures,, Habits, and Expreffions- 

Of Scholars ; ' Ariltophanes of old diverted the A4thenians by Ri- 
giculing Secrates,” and the fruitlu! Satyr has been lentyully 
ted:co our times; coming out of the retired ſilence 'of 
a.Colledge and Study, they. are ſuppoſed to be 'deatned by the 
weiſe, or dozied with the falſe Glories of the World; their Seder 
tary Liſe. is thought to unfit 'emor Aftivity and- all Bufineſs,to 
gender *em. fheepifh in their Looks, flegmarick in their Tempery, 
wofi/h in their Converſations, ridiculous in their Behavicur, and 
expoſed to a thouſand pleaſant Abjurdities, which a'man of the 
Ha1/4 wou'd eſcape ;:bur *ris tobe fear'd that hy A obj: & 
a. this diverting rate, miſtake Afefarion ard Pedantry for 


Learning, the Sordid Ape lor the Man ; trae Learning takes in 
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and aneverſal.as the very Notion of Being; it: Reads the 141 
as much, as. Books, ; Recommends Converſation-as? well as" $Hidy, 
and joyns- Experience and Contemplation together to perſ6Qand 
compleat the Mind. 6g of 7 T7 nigh oft 01. 25122 $i God . 
Bur to. come cloſer yet to the: Occaſion of iour preſent Meet? 
ing; As: Water -(to;uſe. the Excellent Lord/Bacds#'s' compariſon) 
whether. it. deſcend. in-Dew-from Heaven, or: ſpring out of Fotth+ 
rains.of the carth,-is eaſily Jo/f, unleſs ir:be preſerved in"eertain 
neceptacles, where by «nies and collettion_it. may” be kepr and 
| Increaſed, whence humane induſtry! has 'defign'd 4puzdutts,C5. 
ferns; and. Ponds, adorn'd. as.well tor Srate and: Magnifietnde;/ i 
contrived for ſe and xeceſſty< So'likewiſe-this precron3TiquoFof 
knowledge. ( this ſacred omtment.of .my:text)) \whether it-bein; 
flilkd by divine 3nſpiration;:or' convey d\ from our *ſonſes,>wou'd 
foon periſh. and. be.loſt,.were it \not;; preſerved: in Triver fries, 
Colledges, and Schools, which are: the-lafting Fountain and 'Reps! 
fitories of 'Learning,, whente with ,glad-ſtreams- itiflows*to#e 
Freſh and make fertile all the neighbouring -land> \A- ſolztary 
unaſſiſted; induſtry, tho..never ſo indefatigable; is rarely-Khown 
to produce. any..thing great:.or (extraordinary ;> Whereas no part 
of -knowledge ſcems inſuperable ro; the jointiehdeavors/of's 
well regulated Society, w»rted in.common ſtudies and the'Þro- 
cution of .the fame uſeful ends; in-the former*tis like-fpend- 
ing out of a private, Eſtate ;:in:the latter, as out of a pubiic 
Eund, or Treaſury;i Add to-this, the yew lights which are:daily 


Rruck out, and appear-by. wal Converſe, the happy effeAs of 


a. generous Emalation. (which is: the moſt .impetuous powertul 
SHE 1% gobd performances of: Vouth-) and Leon all, 
and. Hxvers..of: the. tender: waxen Ape;by laying: the founda- 
tion: of a holy and happy life, -and:adding{ ſeveral cubits toithe 
| Nature of, our minds; which conder ſuch'Societies as this; the 

Helt ſcuriry:of;Vertye.and Biety,; the bulwarks: of true" Reli- 
gioiche moth publick-Bivkings of: a;Nation,-0'; © 52 510K 
: 'L'was.truly obſerved by -ra/erle;1liat we are-ar fitſt both 
meer. Animads, to be afterwards Educated —__ op into 
,»v62 aur Keaſormthen ſeems.( in! a-groat.meaſure) to-beighe birch 
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the ineſtimabls advantages of Ewcativir, and torming the Minds. 
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Mind'of man 
\perieHtions from the Bed, yer they rare al: 
wf2fhſoueiieic righenets, ro>conceab rhiiflacys; tar lagweltes 
foros tultboeeitlie render Sceds'; andinitherardot: this; rhe 
Chingſes ({'we'may'truf{ the rofacions:made'of them) do Jalths 
boaſtthey bave our:done allother Nations; having-erefted.rhe 
moſt noble. Rdifiees fob thomftrutHoe ot Kokth :alorted ithe- 
moſt. ;berat:'1 amiiwance ms tle Profediocrand Teathers): and 
thought no Honours and RefpeRs!rooigreat to be given them; 
who-lay-out their whole: time-and'powers'on the Jp, | 
of others:*riclvperſongate dfren expentive:upon rrifies;!abour- 
theumereoitrumſtances df tife;;anduſelefs orivaments'otaiman; 
they can often afford ro be gexerous to thoſe who in/truF the feet 
andthe bande yrand'is:ir fr then,:that:they who labour: rofur- 
W/h thewexefiwith wuſcful Knowledge; :t0: adorn: the Mind' and 
Soul, and to enable men to ſerve their:God prodſly;/and:thair 
Countrey «ſefullys Is it not a reproach (I fay ) that ſuch alone 
ſhou'd be ſacrificed to Thrif?, or ſordid Awarice 2 Life is a Four- 
ney, not an anxious. Pilgrimage ; and doubtleſs therefore, the 
Eoſpitality of the World ſhou'd be the rather afforded to us;: 
and-eompetent-Riches. and.. ZZoxaurs: allowed. to. cur Baiting:pla- 


ces, whoſe whole buſineſs it is to /udy the Improvement of 


others, to manage the wnequal temper of Touth, and to Cultivate- 


growing Vertue and Learning. 


This our Munificent Founders and Benefaftors' well under: 


ſtood ; and therefore thobghf they *cou'd nor employ their 
Wealth: more advantageouſly, or place it in a ſecurer Treaſury, 


than by ſach pious EreCtions, where 7rae Religion might be: 
|| ravughit, Ferzue-Inculcated, Learnivg Improved, and a: conſtant: 

* ſupply .of..uſcful. men. both ip Church and. State furniſhed out agd: 
prepared. What the Poor are ordinarily relieved with, is not 
ſo much-the Giver's Alms, as their-exigence;: and, as neceſsity: 


requires it; fo it quickly periſhes-: But theſe liberal Oblations, 


as they ſavour of a more inward and deeper Charity, are too- 
of a more /ſting. ſubſiſtance, beſides the Ezernal Treaſures: 
which are laid up for the Donors, they provide ior the perpe- 
and XAyowledge to all fuccced- 
2. ng: 


tuity.and propagation of Religion, 


'59 ſeth.» f2vet; 
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i exten; andin-d amuch-nekir Lenſe chan the ow Suſe 

of 1 Afrevomy teaches, ad vabee;itinto 2: Stare Eailgfttal Body. 
2 Thar--theix\ Aſewpeics therefore and  Benefihs' may [be ever 
cfally'-Celebrated; and>themi Names xemaig: previous , and 

| us ; that their generous Examples: may excite 
other: well", - Perſons ;and. the gra an, __ 

and |chatiwie may-always anſwer! the: great; and wicfe- 
our Ferve/ation; thall be. exc.oanſieatF"reyer and :HSrdecoverr. 
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<Prajfe the Lard with! Me, ve-Seruants.af the Lord 


ye that alwell in-the.Courts of the Liege, of our Gods and let PF 


